Honorable Jeff Miller

Chairman, House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

2416 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Phone 202-225-4136

Fax 202-225-3414

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am writing to ask you to support the military veterans of this country by immediately bringing H.R. 930, a bill that would repair the VA’s unfair Military Sexual Trauma claims policy, to a full Committee vote and sending it to the House for further consideration.

As you are aware, in July of 2010, the VA relaxed the evidentiary standards for veterans who suffer from combat-related PTSD. This policy change has resulted in countless more veterans getting the much needed benefits that they deserve and has helped reduce the backlog of VA claims. However, there are still many veterans who suffer from service-related PTSD and continue to be denied their disability benefits because the trauma they experienced does not easily lend itself to documentation. They are veterans who were raped, sexually assaulted, and/or harassed while they were in the military.

Many victims of Military Sexual Trauma (MST) have a very difficult time finding documentation confirming the traumatic event for a variety of reasons, including insufficient record keeping by DOD and underreporting due to fear of retaliation. The VA has agreed to accept secondary evidence from a veteran to corroborate the in-service stressor; however, in many cases this information is just as difficult for the veteran to obtain. Even those veterans who are able to submit this required material do not necessarily get their claims approved.

Under current VA regulations, there are two separate standards of evidence for veterans with the exact same mental health diagnosis – PTSD. This is simply not fair. If a diagnosis of PTSD and medical nexus are sufficient to service-connect a veteran who experienced combat-related trauma, that same standard should apply for Military Sexual Trauma survivors who suffer from PTSD. It should also be sufficient for other mental health conditions related to Military Sexual Trauma, including depression and other anxiety disorders.

I therefore ask that you bring H.R. 930 to a full Committee vote immediately and help ensure that our Nation’s obligation to care for our veterans is properly served.

Sincerely,

[INSERT YOUR NAME, RANK AND TITLE HERE]​​
